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Abstract 

Purpose: The purpose of the article is to study groups of civil patriotism and to highlight the features of their civil-

Patriotic practices in local communities in the South of Russia. 

Methodology: The sociological investigation utilized quantitative and subjective strategies, just as techniques for 

hypothetical understanding of the acquired experimental information. The basis of the scientific study of common 

nationalism bunches in Russia in the South of Russia was a lot of wellsprings of experimental data, including the 

aftereffects of a sociological report directed by an individual poll "up close and personal" in five subjects of the Russian 

Federation in the South of Russia. 

Result: The results of the sociological study made it possible to distinguish two social groups in regional communities – 

youth and the "over 60" generation, which are currently the social basis for the development of civic patriotism, whose 

representatives are characterized by a desire for active social action for the good of the fatherland and its people, 

participation in civil practices aimed at protecting social interests, civil rights and freedoms, as well as readiness for civil 

liability for their deeds and actions both in the field of professional activity and in everyday life.  

Applications: This research can be used for universities, teachers, and students. 

Novelty/Originality: The results of a sociological study show that in local communities in the South of Russia, no more 

than 10% of the population can be classified as civil patriotism groups. 

Keywords: Patriotism, State Patriotism, Civil Patriotism, Civil Practices, Regional Communities, Youth, Generation 

"over 60". 

INTRODUCTION 

Russian society has recently been offered patriotism as a national idea of a unifying principle, which is positively 

perceived by most Russians, including in local communities in the South of Russia. At the same time, most Russians 

consider patriotism as one of the most significant human qualities associated with love to the Motherland and 

willingness to defend it. However, Russian patriotism, which causes a complex of positive feelings among Russians, is 

still lacking, as researchers note, citizenship, that is, people's aspirations to actively participate in the affairs of society 

and the state, the desire of people to change the situation in the country, providing it with a decent future (Faleeva et al., 

2017; Volkov et al., 2018a,b; Gafiatulina et al., 2019; Gorbunov et al., 2019). 

Thus, according to the results of sociological research, 13% of Russians find "willingness to participate in solving 

common affairs", and to take "responsibility for what is happening in the country" – only 3%, 11% listed to their three 

main dreams a desire to be useful to society, to contribute to the development of the country (Gorshkova, 2016). This is 

due, on the one hand, to the specifics of the etatism-paternalistic mentality of Russians (Lubsky et al., 2016b), and on the 

other, to the insufficient development of civil society in Russia and the lack of grassroots civil subjectivity. 

However, the level of civil activity of various social groups is gradually growing in Russian society, and civil-patriotic 

practices are struggling, but are making their way through the thickness of state patriotism. In this regard, the study of 

civil patriotism groups and civil-patriotic practices in local communities in southern Russia is acquiring special scientific 

and practical significance. 

The aftereffects of a sociological report show that in neighborhood networks in the South of Russia, close to 10% of the 

populace can be named common enthusiasm gatherings. Thus, certain aspects of patriotism and citizenship, patriotic and 

civil practices in the southern Russian regions have already been considered in the scientific literature. However, the 

groups of civil patriotism were not studied and the peculiarities of their civil-patriotic practices in local communities in 

the South of Russia were not distinguished.  

Therefore, the aim of this research is to examine gatherings of common enthusiasm and to feature the highlights of their 

common Patriotic practices in nearby networks in the South of Russia. 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

The scientific literature has already examined various aspects related to the study of patriotism and citizenship, patriotic 

and civil practices in regional communities in the South of Russia (Lubsky et al., 2018; Baibarin, Mashkin, and 

Shelengovskiy, 2016). The focus of the researchers were primarily issues such as the impact of citizenship on the 

formation of patriotism among Muslim youth in the North Caucasus (Koichuev, 2013), positive practices and risks of 
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citizenship in youth environment (Shulga and Kuznetsov, 2014; Podymov et al., 2019), civil patriotism and youth 

consolidation (Shevchenko and Vagina, 2017), citizenship deficit in the patriotic consciousness of the population in 

regional communities (Vereshchagina, 2018; Kuznetsova et al., 2018; Makarova et al., 2019), social health of youth in 

the context of migration processes in Russia (Gryshai et al., 2018; Ponomarev, et al., 2019). In this regard, the scientific 

literature raises the question of the possibility of overcoming the deficit of citizenship in Russian patriotism and the 

prospects for the development of civil patriotism in Russian society (Lubsky, 2019). 

A general diagram for another Israeli reflection on the idea of a comprehensive common enthusiasm and instruction for 

energy was offered that endeavored to change a run of the mill energetic language from an oppositional language into a 

language of solidarity and comprehensiveness (Gusacov, E. 2018). The nature and typology of enthusiasm, its 

existential, political, recorded, legendary, and strict grounds were considered (Kugay, A. I. 2018). 

Talks of the nationalism in Russia speak to introductions of its examination brings about the system of such logical 

controls, as theory, history, political theory, human science, and brain research. Inside the structure of these controls, the 

enthusiasm was considered, considering different paradigmatic inclinations, first, ontological, axiological, recognizable 

proof and social substance (Volkov, Y. G., et.al. 2018). Resurgent enthusiasm for the assurances gave in the Malaysian 

Federal Constitution and to comprehend the rights-based language utilized by Malaysian common society entertainers in 

the course of recent years was contended (Khoo, G. C. 2014). 

Williams, R. L., Foster, L. N., & Krohn, K. R. (2008) found that both productive and visually impaired energy were 

essentially identified with proportions of basic speculation, regard for common freedoms, and accentuation on national 

security yet in contradicting bearings. The technique that Historical memory has been strengthened by the present 

system's instructive socialization through the national "Enthusiastic Education Campaign" after 1991 was considered 

(Wang, Z. 2008). The convenience of the summed up bunch predominance point of view in clarifying the impacts of 

some sociodemographic factors on nationalism was illustrated (Ishio, Y. 2010). 

Some help for keeping up calculated contrasts among visually impaired and representative enthusiasm was advertised 

(Parker, C. S. 2010). The bay between the famous view of the Witnesses as poor residents, especially during the center 

many years of the twentieth century, and the general public's own portrayal of its individuals as advantages for their 

networks features the challenged and alterable nature of the name un-American was contended (Knox, Z. 2013). 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Methodology and Sources of Empirical Information 

The methodological difficulties associated with the study of groups of civil patriotism in local communities in the South 

of Russia consist of the fact that in modern scientific discourse there are different ideas about what civil patriotism is. 

Therefore, some researchers believe that civil patriotism is a system of values that determine the attitude of a person to 

society, as well as the attitude of the state to a citizen (Civil patriotism, 2019). Other researchers focus on the fact that 

civil patriotism as a love of the Motherland, fidelity to Russian traditions, and values is interconnected with an active life 

position and civil responsibility (Oborsky et al., 2018; Kolesnikov, 2013; Minakhmetova et al., 2017). 

In society, one should distinguish between state, or "blind" patriotism, and civil or "constructive" patriotism (Schatz, 

Staub and Lavine, 1999). State patriotism associated with the normative type of national pride, which is the result of 

people's indoctrination, is characterized by their attachment to their homeland, its unquestioning positive assessment, and 

intolerance to criticism of their state (Mukhametzyanova et al., 2018; Bubnova et al., 2018; Cherdymova et al., 2018). 

Civil patriotism associated with the rational type of national pride implies the willingness of people who are aware of the 

organic belonging to their homeland to take active and responsible social actions for the good of the fatherland, as well 

as their desire to make their personal contribution to the development of society and change the situation in the country 

for the better as part of a critical attitude towards social reality (Kolesnikova and Lubsky, 2018). 

In accordance with this, civil-patriotic practices in local communities can be considered as various repertoires of social 

actions related to individual or collective social activity of citizens aimed at solving problems of socially significant 

interest (Shakhbanova et al., 2019). However, one can distinguish formal civil-patriotic practices supported from above 

by state authorities and stipulated by regulatory legal acts, and informal civil-patriotic practices that develop in the 

process of social communication as a result of self-organization of citizens (Lubsky and Mamina, 2019). 

The basis of the scientific study of civil patriotism groups in the South of Russia was a set of sources of empirical 

information, including the results of a sociological study conducted by the face-to-face survey in five regions of the 

Russian Federation in the South of Russia (Rostov Region, Stavropol Territory, Republic of Adygea, Kabardino-Balkar 

Republic and the Republic of Crimea), which made it possible to identify the ideas of various youth groups about civil 

patriotism as values and attitudes of social behavior. Besides, the results of an expert survey of representatives of state 

and municipal authorities, scientific and educational institutions, public and non-profit organizations, youth associations, 

and the media conducted in various regions of the Russian Federation in the South of Russia were used. 

 The sociological study used quantitative and qualitative methods, as well as methods of theoretical interpretation of the 

obtained empirical data. 
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The results of a sociological study conducted in local communities in the South of Russia indicate that about 77% of 

respondents consider themselves patriots. Moreover, for the vast majority (67.8%) of them, ideas about patriotism are 

associated with emotional-sensory connotations: love for the Motherland (24.7%), willingness to defend it (23.3%) and a 

sense of the inextricable connection of a person with his country, its culture, and history (19.8%). However, only 8.9% 

of the population of the South Russian regions can be directly attributed to groups of civil patriotism in local 

communities. Moreover, citizenship in the perception of patriotism is most characteristic of the age cohort "over 60 

years," since 27.5% of its representatives perceive patriotism as an activity aimed at the benefit of society and the 

country. At the same time, the perception of citizenship in this age group is weakly correlated with civil activity, and 

therefore representatives of this cohort do not show much desire to participate in civil practices. 

The civil component of patriotism to a certain extent is also characteristic of representatives of the age group "from 41 to 

50 years". Among them, 23.5% of respondents preferred the perception of patriotism as activities related to the 

protection of the rights, interests, and freedoms of citizens of the country. This position turned out to be less significant 

for those who are "from 51 to 60 years old". Patriotism for this age group is, first of all, a deep feeling of love for the 

Motherland (63.1%) and a willingness to defend the Motherland and its people (55.1%). To an even lesser extent, civil 

patriotism is characteristic of young people (16.6%), who are more civil than other age groups. This is since civil 

practices in the minds of young people are in no way "linked" to patriotic ideas, values, and attitudes. 

The results of a sociological study showed the dependence of the level of civil patriotism of various groups of youth in 

the South of Russia on one or another of its social and sociodemographic characteristics (gender, place of residence, type 

of professional employment). Thus, civil patriotism turned out to be more characteristic of the male part of youth living 

in cities, as well as young military personnel and administrative workers. 

In general, as evidenced by the results of sociological research, in youth environment in all regions of the South of 

Russia prevail traditional ideas about patriotism as "the feeling of deep love for the Motherland" and "the feeling of an 

inextricable connection of a person with his country, its culture and history". Such representations are most pronounced 

among young people in the Republic of Crimea. Crimean youth to a greater extent identifies patriotism with a 

willingness to defend their homeland and their people (51.1%), which is associated primarily with the events of the 

Crimean spring and the rise in the republic of youth patriotism of a heroic sovereign-romantic type. In this regard, the 

Crimean youth demonstrates an insignificant level of civil patriotism (7.8%). 

Citizenship in the perception of patriotism is more pronounced among the youth of the Republic of Adygea (35.3%), the 

Rostov region (20.0%), and the Stavropol Territory (15.8%). The high rate of civil patriotism among the youth of the 

Republic of Adygea is due to the fact that their young people tend to interpret patriotism as a national idea uniting the 

Russian people in order to achieve common goals and jointly solve important social problems (52.9%). 

The distribution of respondents' answers in all age cohorts by occupation showed that patriotism as an activity aimed at 

protecting the rights and freedoms of citizens is perceived to a greater extent by military personnel, self-employed, 

representatives of the middle administrative personnel of enterprises and organizations, employees of the administration 

and pensioners. Wherein, the same respondents surveyed are more likely to be willing to defend their homeland. 

The analysis of sociological data on the type of activity in certain regions in the South of Russia showed that the civil 

perception of patriotism is more characteristic of the military personnel of Stavropol, Crimea, and Adygea, the self-

employed of Stavropol, Rostov region and Adygea, administrative workers of the Rostov region and Crimea. In the 

Kabardino-Balkarian Republic, the special significance of the civil component in patriotism is characteristic of 

employees, retirees, and homemakers. 

The results of the sociological study also showed the dependence of the level of civil patriotism on the financial situation 

of respondents: it was high among those who rated their financial situation as good (25.4%), and low among those who 

rated their financial situation as poor (15, 8%). For them, as compared to the other respondents, more typical is the idea 

of the "manipulative essence" of patriotism as a means of influencing public consciousness on the part of the authorities 

(16.2%). Among respondents with a good and satisfactory attitude to their financial situation, this position was the least 

popular (10.9% and 7.4%, respectively). The same dependence can be observed regarding the level of education: 

respondents with higher education are more oriented to the values of civil patriotism. 

The results of a sociological study were tested in a survey of experts, who characterizing patriotism in the regions of the 

South of Russia, noted a weak expression in it of civil attitudes related to social activity, social responsibility, and a 

critical attitude to reality. Wherein, experts among the factors hindering the development of civil patriotism identified, 

firstly, the dominance in the minds of Russians of the impossibility of ordinary citizens to influence the social situation 

and managerial decisions in regions and municipalities (17.2%), secondly, the presence of excessive social inequalities 

that form an acute sense of social injustice and social apathy among the population (15.7%), and thirdly, the lack of 

development of civil society institutions in the country (13.8%). 

As for civil patriotism in the youth environment, its development is hindered, as experts note, primarily by factors such 

as the unresolved vital issues of youth in education, employment, creation and support of the family (19.7%), insufficient 
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consideration of opinions and interests of young people themselves in the practice of civil-patriotic education (17.0%), 

the absence in the educational programs of secondary and higher education of courses focused on the formation of 

citizenship (13.1%), low confidence of young people in state and municipal authorities in the regions (11.2%), as well as 

the inconsistency of actions of state authorities, NGOs and educational institutions in organizing civil patriotic practices 

among young people (9.7%). 

Wherein, experts as the main agent of influence on the formation of civil patriotism among the youth singled out the 

education, and then the state and family (Vereshchagina and Gafiatulina, 2016). Among the factors in the education 

system, which, in the opinion of experts, will contribute to the development of civil patriotism in youth environment, 

was highlighted, firstly, closer cooperation of educational institutions with NGOs focused on solving social problems in 

the regions (26.7%), active involvement of students in the practice of civil-patriotic education and civil activities 

(22.5%), creation of volunteer centers in educational institutions, their cooperation with regional and municipal 

authorities, NGOs, mass media, and families of students (20.9%). The introduction of the civil education course as 

compulsory in the system of secondary and higher education was rated as less significant (16.8%) compared with 

practice-oriented measures. 

Moreover, experts drew attention to the need for state support of socially-oriented NGOs, involving youth in civil-

patriotic practices, including through competitions to provide them with grants aimed at implementing relevant projects 

(17.7%), improving the regulatory framework of socially oriented activities of NGOs, provision of benefits (including 

financial) to those who have positively proven themselves in the provision of social services and the involvement of 

young people in civil activities (16%). Wherein, experts noted the need to create a unified information base in the field 

of development of civil initiatives, civil practices, and actions carried out jointly by NGOs, educational institutions, 

regional and municipal authorities (15.3%), as well as the creation of a monitoring system for the activities of socially-

oriented NGOs with the following incentive system for those of them that most effectively contribute to the development 

of civil-patriotic practices among young people (13.8%). The development of civil patriotism in the youth environment 

will also be promoted, as experts say, by the active cooperation of regional and municipal authorities with NGOs in 

order to involve young people in civil-patriotic activities related to solving social problems of local communities 

(15.6%), as well as the close cooperation of NGOs with educational institutions based on the creation of "Centers for 

Civil Youth Initiatives" in the regions (13.9%). 

In solving problems related to the development of civil patriotism in local communities in the South of Russia, experts 

draw attention to the need to strengthen the role of the media related to broader coverage of civil-patriotic actions in 

regions and municipalities (24.1%). It is also necessary, according to experts, to increase the role of the family in the 

process of civil-patriotic education of youth in educational institutions through the direct participation of adults in civil-

patriotic events (24.1%). 

The theoretical interpretation of the empirical results of the sociological study of civil patriotism leads to the conclusion 

that the civil and patriotic values and attitudes have not yet been properly developed in local communities in the South of 

Russia (Gryshai et al., 2018). Therefore, no more than 10% of the population adheres to such values and attitudes. 

Besides, at the local level, separate groups of patriotism have already been formed, which contain the elements of 

citizenship in varying degrees. In this regard, on the one hand, the older generation stands out with deep traditions of 

state patriotism and citizenship as a civil duty, but not civil activity oriented towards civil activism and civil 

responsibility.  

On the other hand, these are young people, who are the most, compared with other age groups, focused on the perception 

of citizenship as protecting the rights and freedoms of citizens, responsibility for the fate of the country, as well as 

critical attitude to social reality to change it for the better. In this regard, in the youth environment, there were most of all 

those who noted the importance of opposing the arbitrariness of the authorities, active participation in public and 

political life, and the ability to assert their civil rights. The All-Russian Sociological Data of All-Russian Surveys 

(November 2018) also indicate that every second of the young respondents is ready to join the work of public and 

political organizations, and every third to volunteer in order to achieve positive changes in society (Civil patriotism – the 

basis of the majority, 2017). However, it should be noted that civil values and attitudes in the youth environment in local 

communities are still weakly correlated with patriotic ideas. Therefore, in the youth consciousness, for the most part, the 

values and attitudes of the state rather than civil patriotism dominate. In this regard, young people, despite their higher 

civil activity, are not much different from the bulk of Russians, 60% of whom do not feel responsible for what is 

happening in the country (Responsibility and influence, 2017) due to not only their etatism-paternalistic mentality 

(Lubsky et al., 2016a) but also according to the reason that the state in Russia, according to a significant part of the 

country's inhabitants (44%), does not fulfill its obligations to citizens (Citizens and the state, 2019). 

The hypothetical translation of experimental information got over the span of a sociological report demonstrated that 

different gatherings of common energy have just been framed in neighborhood networks in the South of Russia, just as 

in Russian culture all in all. However, the proportion of such groups is insignificant, the vast majority of Russians, as the 

researchers note, lack a desire to make the world a better place, to fulfill their civil duty, and only 10% of the country's 

citizens surveyed strive for this (Gorshkova and Petukhov, 2016). 
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CONCLUSION 

Thus, in local communities in the South of Russia, state patriotism dominates as people's attachment to their homeland 

with a positive assessment of Russia and intolerance to criticism of the Russian state, especially from the outside, 

associated with the normative type of national pride, which does not depend on the real situation, but on people's 

exposure to indoctrination. In accordance with this, in the South of Russia, formal patriotic practices of a military-

mobilization nature are dominated, initiated by state authorities from above, which, being part of the etatism-

paternalistic mental program of social normative behavior, are sovereign. In this regard, patriotism in Russian society 

lacks citizenship. 

The results of a sociological study show that in local communities in the South of Russia no more than 10% of the 

population can be attributed to groups of civil patriotism. However, if we consider this situation in the age context, it is 

worth noting that in the youth environment etatism-paternalistic moods are less pronounced than in other age groups. 

Therefore, youth more than others believes that the patriot should critically assess the situation in the country and strive 

to change it in order to ensure it with a decent future, as well as to combat its shortcomings and be able, to tell the truth 

about his country, no matter how bitter it may be. A part of the older generation, including those over 60, who are, 

however, displaying insignificant civil activity, also adheres to the latter position to a certain extent. 

Thus, young people and this part of the older generation are currently the social base for the development of civil 

patriotism in Russia, the most important characteristics of which are the citizen's desire for an active individual or 

collective actions for the good of the fatherland and its people, civil solidarity practices aimed at protecting social 

interests, civil rights and freedoms, as well as the willingness of a citizen to be responsible for his affairs and actions 

both in the sphere of his professional activity and in everyday life. 

LIMITATION AND STUDY FORWARD  

This study was conducted exclusively in the south of Russia, which should be widely studied 
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